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long speaking tour in Burma. The NLD won 
Burma’s last democratic election in 1990, how-
ever, Burma’s military regime has refused to 
honor the election results. I’m outraged to 
learn that Ms. Suu Kyi may have been seri-
ously injured and many of her supporters 
killed. 

I want to express my solidarity with the peo-
ples of Burma and their struggle for democ-
racy. As Ronald Reagan once said, ‘‘Regimes 
planted by bayonets do not take root’’. Now is 
the time for the United States to express our 
support for freedom in Burma. 

Mr. Speaker, we should immediately move 
to increase pressure against this despicable 
regime.
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of 
Dennis Cooper in recognition of his out-
standing accomplishment in this year’s 75th 
Precinct Council Spelling Bee competition. 

Dennis is currently in the fifth grade at P.S. 
306 in Brooklyn, New York. He received a 
third place award in the spelling bee. 

Mr. Speaker, Dennis Cooper has dem-
onstrated that he is committed to his academic 
studies and is an excellent speller. As such, 
he is more than worthy of receiving our rec-
ognition today and I urge my colleagues to 
join me in honoring him and his accomplish-
ment.
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Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, Whereas, Melanie 
Newland has devoted herself to serving others 
through her membership in the Girl Scouts; 
and 

Whereas, Melanie Newland has shared her 
time and talent with the community in which 
she resides; and 

Whereas, Melanie Newland has dem-
onstrated a commitment to meet challenges 
with enthusiasm, confidence and outstanding 
service; and 

Whereas, Melanie Newland must be com-
mended for the hard work and dedication she 
put forth in earning the Girl Scout Gold Award; 

Therefore, I join with the Girl Scouts, the 
residents of Kingston and the entire 18th Con-
gressional District in congratulating Melanie 
Newland as she receives the Girl Scout Gold 
Award.
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in support of House Concurrent Res-

olution 177 commending the men and women 
of our Armed Forces, our leaders and our al-
lies for the courage and dedication displayed 
during Operation Enduring Freedom in Af-
ghanistan and Operation Iraqi Freedom in 
Iraq. Since that fateful day in September 2001 
we have been a Nation at war. In one of the 
few instances in our history when our home-
land was directly attacked, our President re-
sponded decisively by declaring a global war 
on terrorism. 

That September night while the world watch 
in horror, the President directed the full power 
and might of the United States to bring the ter-
rorists to justice and asked for our friends and 
allies to join us in the war against terrorists. 
Over 70 nations responded to his call to arms 
and one, the Republic of Bulgaria, has stood 
with us since that fateful day, sharing in the 
dangers and the determination to fight the 
global war on terrorism. 

Since September 11, 2001 the Republic of 
Bulgaria has acted firmly and convincingly as 
a friend and a de facto ally of the United 
States. In the world councils, Bulgaria has 
supported the NATO decisions to help patrol 
our skies after the September 11, 2001, and 
backed the European Union’s Plan of Action in 
support of the United States. As an important 
non-permanent member of the United Nations 
Security Council, the Republic of Bulgaria has 
contributed constructively to all of the resolu-
tions to bring the terrorist networks to justice. 
With Bulgaria’s help, UN Resolutions 1386 
and 1390 to bring pressure on the Al Qaeda 
and Taliban networks were quickly passed, 
thereby cutting off any material aid to the 
Taliban regime that was providing safe haven 
for Osama Bin Laden’s terrorists and their 
training camps. 

But the Republic of Bulgaria has done more 
than just support us in international councils. It 
has come to our assistance both at home and 
in the theaters of war. Within days of our 
warning to the Taliban regime in Afghanistan, 
Bulgaria granted our air forces blanket over-
flight rights for any United States aircraft par-
ticipating in Operation Enduring Freedom. As 
the tempo of air operations increased, Bul-
garia expanded its support to provide a base 
for our aircraft at Sarafovo. To assist other 
NATO nations which were providing troops to 
Operations in Afghanistan, Bulgaria volun-
teered a security company to the peace-
keeping missions in Bosnia and Kosovo. And 
Bulgaria came to our direct assistance in Op-
eration Enduring Freedom by providing a De-
contamination Company to the International 
Security and Assistance Force (ISAF) in Af-
ghanistan. That force has been in place con-
structively working with U.S. and other allied 
forces since January 2002. 

When the issue of Iraqi arose Bulgaria 
again stood with us both at the United Nations 
and at the battle front. Bulgaria took an active 
part in the passage of United Nations Resolu-
tion 1441 and has remained committed to the 
disarming of Iraq. When it became clear that 
Iraq had no intention of abiding by the United 
Nations Constraints, Bulgaria acted quickly to 
once again provide unfettered overflight, tem-
porary basing and transit rights over its terri-
tory. Once again U.S. air forces soon found 
themselves a friendly base at Sarafovo. When 
the moment of decision arrived, Bulgaria stood 
steadfast with our determined President and 
sent a Nuclear, Biological and Chemical Pro-
tection Company to join our forces in Oper-

ation Iraqi Freedom and help protect them 
against Iraqi weapons of mass destruction. 

I wish to point out that the Republic of Bul-
garia has conducted itself as a staunch and 
committed ally to the United States and its 
support should not go unnoticed by this great 
deliberative body. So I ask my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing that the Republic of 
Bulgaria is one of the handful of nations that 
we are here today commending for having 
stood shoulder-to-shoulder with us in these 
two campaigns in the global war on terrorists.

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARK WETZEL 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 4, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I have the dis-
tinct privilege today to pay tribute to an ex-
traordinary individual who is a regular visitor to 
my district. Mark Wetzel, a hitting coach from 
Omaha, Nebraska, travels to Western Colo-
rado several times a year to work with the 
baseball team at Delta High School. He has 
done so for the past four years, and the re-
sults have been impressive. The Delta Pan-
thers have raised the team batting average to 
.424, ranking in the top five in Colorado. Five 
players are hitting above .500, and confidence 
is high across the lineup. 

Although Mark has played an important role 
in the team’s success, he hasn’t played the 
game since the age of 14. Disease forced him 
to quit playing, and for years Mark thought he 
didn’t have anything to offer. When his son 
started playing the game, Mark eventually 
tried to impact his son’s performance, and the 
results were readily apparent. That led to Mark 
helping the rest of the team, and before long 
word got out around Omaha about this hitting 
coach who could help improve performance 
when other coaches could not. Players he had 
never met, including some minor leaguers, 
began seeking out Mark for advice. Soon he 
was trading hitting philosophies with baseball 
legend Tony Gwynn and hitting coaches from 
the San Diego Padres. 

What is so unique about Mark as a coach? 
Players and coaches say he has the ability to 
see things other coaches miss. One coach 
says that while he will concentrate on a prob-
lem and not find the cause, Mark will look at 
the end result and identify what is wrong. 

Mark’s ability to see things other coaches 
cannot is not the most unique thing about him, 
however. Mark is almost completely blind. The 
disease that caused him to quit playing base-
ball as a teenager also took away his vision. 
Yet he will tell you that losing his sight is the 
best thing that ever happened to him, because 
it taught him how to outwork others, stay posi-
tive, and be tenacious. It also has made him 
an inspiration to others, including the baseball 
team at Delta High School. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to honor 
Mark Wetzel today by telling his amazing story 
to this Congress. He is a true asset to the 
Panthers baseball team, and I congratulate 
him on his success, commend him for his in-
spiring example, and thank him for his con-
tribution to the youth of Delta, Colorado.
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